
Waynesville Middle School
7th and 8th Grade Tiger News Network Syllabus

Mission: Preparing Students for Success
Vision:  Learning Today, Succeeding Tomorrow

Ms. Whittle
Phone: 573-842-2550

Email:  vwhittle@waynesville.k12.mo.us

Course Description: The TNN course will be a student-led course that produces the Tiger News
semi-weekly student broadcast and daily student announcements.

Course Format: The course will meet daily during 6th hour in room 237. For virtual AMI days, we will
use Google Meet.

TNN Overview

In TNN (Tiger News Network), students will produce the twice a week broadcast of TNN.
They will…

● take pictures and videos.
● interview students and staff.
● import, edit, and organize videos using iMovie.
● plan stories and features for our broadcasts.
● complete other video projects as needed.

In order to successfully maintain and produce TNN every week, students will be required to successfully
complete two stories per week. Producers will complete one story per week in addition to their role as
producer. Managing your time and planning your projects will be essential in producing our episodes in a
timely manner. Additionally, students will be asked to attend at least 2 after school events per semester to
take pictures and/or interview students and staff. These will be assigned primarily by student choice.
Students will be notified of opportunities for after-school events as soon as we are aware of the events
and the assignments will be made based on a first-come, first-served basis. In addition, students will have
the opportunity to learn about various roles such as anchor, video editor, producer, reporter, camera crew,
etc.

Grading

Grades will be based on participation, quality of work, and completion of assigned tasks by deadlines.
Because due dates are extremely important to meeting production deadlines, late work will receive a 10%
deduction per day late. Rubrics will be available to students through Canvas that explain how weekly
assignments will be graded.

● Formative assignments (50%): weekly task participation and leadership traits
● Summative assignments (50%): quality of video submissions



Students enrolled in TNN are in a leadership role at the school, and therefore should model good
citizenship and academic behaviors. Students who are not passing this course or other classes will be
dismissed from the TNN Crew.

TNN Expectations

You have been privileged to be selected from among many applicants to be a member of Tiger News
Network, based on your application, teacher recommendations, and your overall citizenship as a student
at WMS. Being a member of TNN allows you to be creative with video elements and story ideas, meet and
interview new people, and be an active voice for the WMS student body. Most of you would agree that
these are fun things to do! There are many other students who are interested in being a part of TNN, but
our space is limited.

Our first semester is a semester of learning new skills and applying techniques based on feedback from
me, other teachers, students, and your classmates. Growth in the areas of video production and editing,
interviewing, and storytelling are a part of our first semester experience. You will not be perfect, but you
will get better each week as you apply your learning to each video project. By the end of first semester,
you should be proficient or advanced at these skills!

In order to remain in TNN, you will be expected to:
● Complete and submit all required TNN assignments and stories on time.
● Apply feedback provided by classmates and Ms. Whittle to your remaining videos. (Add video

effects, re-record videos with audio issues, interview students, credit sources, etc).
● Be on time to TNN and focus on TNN projects during class each day.
● Stay after school on Mondays or Thursdays AS NEEDED and attend at least two evening school

events each semester to get video footage for our stories.
● Be responsible in the hallway on TNN business (lanyards on, respectful hallway behavior, polite

requests to see students, prompt return to class).
● Have grades in ALL classes above 70%. Stay with me for AA on Thursdays for help in ANY class if

you have grades lower than 70%.
● Exhibit appropriate classroom and school behavior at all times. Any office referral will place you

on probation with me. A second referral will result in removal from TNN.

I look forward to seeing each of you grow into the TNN role that suits you, as well as branching out into
other areas and learning new skills!


